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up all but the smallest plot of land before he could obtain aid
from the State; and if this principle was certainly sound, it
was carried out with unbending harshness, and it provoked
far-spreading terror and discontent. And while the Govern-
ment were giving effect to a policy, of which the necessary
result was to force multitudes of beings from their little homes,
they did nothing to make provision for the immense emigration
which quickly followed; this, too, was abandoned to trade and
its energies. The consequences were lamentable in the highest
degree; hundreds of fugitives from the famine met untimely
deaths in the bad and half-seaworthy vessels of that day, and
never saw a new home across the Atlantic1.
Notwithstanding, however, errors like these the Govern-"
ment, we repeat, did prevent famine, except in a few isolated ;
and remote spots; it indisputably deserves the high praise of
history. Its conduct contrasts most honourably with that of
the Irish Parliament and Executive in 1740-1, when a dis-
astrous famine had swept over the land2; these were then in
their worst and lowest state; and they appear to have done
scarcely anything to mitigate distress. And whatever may have
been the shortcomings of the State, the heart of the English
people went out to Ireland; its charity was most profuse and
noble; it showed in many ways the most kindly sympathy.
This impulse, indeed, was world-wide and general; contribu-
tions for the starving Irish millions flowed in from the United
States, from all lands on the Continent, and even from the
Ottoman Empire; the sorrows of Ireland had made mankind
her kin. Nor were numberless and magnificent instances of
1  A noble-minded philanthropist, the present Sir Stephen De Vere,
braved tlie horrors of more than one of these passages in order to direct the
attention of the Government to these evils.   Another, Mr Vere Foster,
followed his example.
2 Very interesting details respecting this famine will be found  in
Btrkeky's Letters.